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# would like to share some thoughts with pou this
morning about the Collect for the Bayp. It reads:

“© Gob, who hast prepared for those who lobe thee such
good things ag pass man’s understanding: Pour into
our heartg such [obe toward thee, that we, lobing thee in
all things and abobe all things, map obtain thy
promises, which exceed all that we can desive; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who libeth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, foreber and eber.

Qmen.

There is a well-knotwn joke that ig repeated from time
to time when questiong of fund raising have to be dealt
with. Someone ig trying to gell tickets for an October
Ifest, or Arts at Grace, or mapbe it’s an organ and
brass concert. They approach a friend who saps “F’'m
gorry I can’t come, but I’( be with pou in spirit.”
Phereupon the person with the tickets replies, “@Good.
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Phere would pour spirit [ike to sit? In a ten-dollar

seat or a thivty -dollar one?

PWe smile at this, but underneath it is a serious
principle. & theme running through the writing of John
the Evangelist is hig dea of what it means to [obe God.
Always there is steel underneath the velvet glove, for
the word Jobe hardly appears without words [ike o or
obey following on its heels. gain and again in hisg
Gospel, any caim we map make to [obe God (s
immediately tested by FJohn's ingistence that lobing
means doing. Lovbing God means doing the will of Gobd.
f claims to [obe do not shotw themselves in action and

commitment, then thep are inbalid.

It is interesting to look at the scriptural context for this
prayer in all three pears of the Lectionary cycle. Only if
e Do this can we come to rvealise the “qood things as

surpass our understanding.” To enter these scriptures
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e must enter the Upper Room. Jesus is gathered with
His disciples and He is qibing them the great body of
reflection and teaching that is the particular gift of Jobhn
the Evangelist.

At the point at which we join the disciples in the Upper
Room, Jesus is speaking about the nature of lobe. PHe
is bery blunt and uncompromising. Any claim to lobe
Him or to [obe God is quite inbalid unless it issues in
obedience to Bim (In. 14:23-24). Jesus then begins to
speak of the giftg that can envich our human experience
if we are prepared to form a relationghip of lobing

obedience with him.

The first of these nifts (In.14:26) is that we will habe
a sense in our [ives of the presence of our Lord’s sprit,
the Boly Sprrit. That spirit, Jesus sapsg, will teach us
all things. In other words, a veal relationship with

Christ is a qrowing and deepening and maturing
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relationship. It does not stand still. e do not get into
the position of frying to mobe through our adult

experience with a childish level of faith.

The second qift (In.14:27) is the mysterious thing
referved to in our English Bible as peace. The word
Yesus would habe used at that moment is shalom, a
much rvicher and more complex term. Peace in this
senge doeg not mean tranquility, lack of challenge, or
restfulness. YWe can experience the peace of Christ
without any of thege things. Experiencing the shalom of
Christ is to taste moments when, in an almost
inexpreggible way, things seem to come together for ug.
The shalom of Christ comes when we experience the
conbiction that in Christ eberpthing somehotw makes

Sense.

The third wift of Christ (In.15:1-8) is his gibing us

his own flow of lobe and energp. For this Jesus uses
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the image of a tree and its branches. YWithout that flotw,
they are dead. ds we receibe Christ’s energqpy and life we
put it to work in the world of our oton lives. Bere again
steel appears under the belbet globe. If e do not use
this qift, it ceases to be giben.

The fourth gift our Lord offers us (In. 15:11) ig again
mysterious and difficult to define, eben thoug)h it is too
much of a veality in countless Christian libes to deny.
Jesus offers us his jop. Perhaps, it helps to sap first
twhat this jop is not. It does not necessarily mean being
happp. There can be jop amid tears. JFor some rare
souls, there can be jop in qreat suffering, and when we
see this, it pumbles us and we never forget it. e knotw
that such jop ig utterly genuine. It is not an enforced
and ghastly euphoria coming out of a denial that will

have to be paid for at a [ater gtage.
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The fifth and last qift Jesus offers is the gift of BHis
friendshiy  (In.15:14). PBere again the link (s
immediately made to obedience, e are the friends of
Christ to the deqree that we do what Christ commands.
Ag e began this list of gifts, so e end. To receive the
nifts or promises of Christ, ag the Collect put it, we
mugt offer in return the one gift we have to offer to our

Y ord: our lobing obedience.
AMESR.



