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   GRACE NOTES       

    Grace Episcopal Church 
  February 2, 2012     19 Kings Highway East, Haddonfield, New Jersey 08033 
       856/429-0007 www.gracehaddon.org 
       E-mail: office@gracehaddon.org  
 
“Grace Notes” is a weekly newsletter meant to inform people of upcoming events and activities for the week.  
For more information, please check the website or contact the office.  Thank you.” 
 

Dear Friends:  One of my favorite visits on my trips to Ireland was to 
Kildare, the town where St. Brigid founded her famous monastery and 
convent.  She was one of those strong Celtic women who moved the early 
Church in wonderful directions.  There is an Anglican Church in Kildare, 
an ancient round tower, Celtic crosses scattered around the grounds and 
“Brigid’s kitchen” (a place where the eternal flame was said to have been 
kept burning by the nuns.  The town has the feel of being deeply ancient, 
spiritual and inviting.  Brigid is perhaps the second most famous and 
beloved saints in Ireland.  She is remembered on February 1st.  This is the 
time of year in much of the Northern Hemisphere that ancient people 
longed for spring during the dark and cold of winter (not exactly our 

problem this year!).  The Celts use to burn fires, bless and light candles as reminders that the warmth 
and the light of new life was drawing near.  It seems more like spring for us right now too!  My crocus are 
sticking up already and I hope we don’t have a freeze that will kill off the early budding trees and 
flowers.  Brigid will establish a Christian community of Christians, both men and women, who would 
live, work and study together. Tradition has it that Patrick ordained her as abbess, but when he spoke 
the words, he used the words for consecration of a bishop!  The other clergy pointed this out to him and 
he merely responded that what he had said is what he had said!  What attracts me to Brigid is the way 
she sought to honor old Celtic traditions while introducing this new faith called Christianity to the Irish 
people.  She also saw a place for both men and women working together  with a large portion of equality 
and compassion.  St. Brigid’s cross is made out of rushes (straw reeds) in the form of a cross.  The story 
behind them is that when she went to visit a dying king, she wove the cross while speaking to him about 
Christianity.  The king was baptized before he died thanks to Brigid’s care and profession of faith.  There 
is much we can learn from studying the saints, like Brigid.  These are people of faith who sought to share 
with others the great joy they had found in Jesus Christ.  This is a good time for us to light the fires of 
faith and share it with others.  We have a great thing in Jesus Christ.  Like Brigid, we can meet people 
where they are, share our stories and weave symbols of hope as gifts for those who are seeking.  May 
Brigid inspire us and help us to accomplish such things in our lives. With warmest regards, I remain, 
faithfully yours in Christ, Fr. Pat.   
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“Round and Round – Saints Surround Us:  “I walk with the saints … round and round.  With Patrick … 
on reek’s high brow.  With Bridid … in Kildare’s to wn.  With Kevin … in verdant Glendalough.  Here 
today … in my own town, saints surround me … round and round!”  (William Fitzgerald, “A 
Contemporary Celtic Prayer Book”) 
 
OUR VISION STATEMENT:  GRACE is God’s gift of unconditional love made known to us in Jesus 
Christ.  Our vision is to live with grace as an open, welcoming community.  In the pew and at the altar, 
we invite you to be part of our faith journey.  No matter where you are, we will meet you there. 
 
 
(A) is Auditorium; (C) is Church; (PH) is Parish Hall; (P) is Parlor; (L) is Library; (U) Undercroft, and, (R) is Rector’s Office 
THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES:                     

·  Thursday, February 2nd – Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) 
o IHOC 
o 9:30 am, Healing & Holy Communion Service 
o 10:30 am,  Viewing for Len Westman (C) 
o 12 noon, Funeral for Len Westman (C) 
o 6 pm, Arts at Grace Committee 
o 7:30 pm, Choir 

·  Friday, February 3rd  
o IHOC           
o 10-3, Thrift Shop 
o 10 am, Funeral for Albertha Purdy (C) 
o 6:30 pm, Vestry Dinner (A) 

·   Saturday, February 4th         
o IHOC 
o 7:30 am, Men’s Breakfast (PH) Women are invited! 
o 8:30- 3, Vestry Retreat (L) 
o 9 am, Kids Alley Café Lunch Prep (PH) 
o 10-3, Thrift Shop 
o 5:30 pm, Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH 5 EPIPHANY 

o IHOC, Souper Bowl of Caring (EYC Outreach) 
o 8am, Holy Communion 
o 9:30 am, Parish House Holy Communion (A) 
o 9:30 am, Holy Communion  
o 10:45 am, Church School 
o 4:30 pm, St. Michael’s Choir Sec. 1, 5 pm, Sec. 2 
o 5:45 pm, Good News Choir 

·  Monday, February 6th    
o IHOC 
o 7:30 pm, Property Committee (L) 

·  Tuesday, February 7th    
o  IHOC 
o 7 pm, Stewardship Committee (L) 

·  Wednesday, February 8th  
o IHOC 
o  7 am, Holy Communion Service 
o 9 am, Staff 
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o 8 pm, Running Club (PH) 
·   Thursday, February 9th   

o IHOC  
o 9:30 am, Healing & Holy Communion 
o 10:30 am, Bible Study (L) 
o 7:30 pm, Choir 

 
COMING NEXT WEEK:  

·  Friday, February 10th  
o IHOC           
o 10-3, Thrift Shop 

·   Saturday, February 11th         
o IHOC 
o 7:30 – 11:30 am, Cherry Hill HS Filming on the church grounds 
o 9:30 am, Acolyte Festival-Trinity Cathedral, Trenton 
o 10-3, Thrift Shop 
o 5:30 pm, Holy Communion 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH  6 EPIPHANY 

o IHOC, (Last Day – men moving to First Presbyterian) 
o 8am, Holy Communion 
o 9:30 am, Holy Communion  
o 11:15 am, Renewal of Wedding Vows (Church) 
o 10:45 am, Church School 
o 4 pm, “Listening Session” (PH) 

·  Monday, February 13th  
o 5:45 pm, St. Michael’s Choir 
o 6:30 pm, Good News Choir 
o 7 pm, Finance Committee (R) 
o 7:30 pm, Adult Choir 

·  Tuesday, February 14th    
o 7 pm, Arts at Grace Church, Valentine Dinner & Music (A) 

·  Wednesday, February 15th  
o  7 am, Holy Communion Service 
o 9 am, Staff 
o 10:30 am, St. Anne’s Guild (L) 
o 7 pm, Diocese of NJ Preconvention Meeting(PH) 

·   Thursday, February 16th    
o 9:30 am, Healing & Holy Communion 
o 10:30 am, Bible Study (L) 
o 4 pm, Confirmation Class (PH) 
o 5:30 pm, Wedding Rehearsal (C) 
o 7 pm, Boy Scouts (A) 
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IHOC MEN’S SHELTER TO MEET AT GRACE CHURCH:  Grace Church will host 11 homeless men 
from Sunday afternoon, January 29th to Sunday afternoon, February 12th.  The program is designed to 
help men re-enter life by providing shelter, food, counseling, and support.  Grace Church will need 
people to provide the following: a hot meal each night; a male overnight host;  hosts in the evenings; and 
on the weekends, along with other support.  A sign-up list is available in the Parish House.  For more 
information, please check with the Parish Office.  This program depends on our volunteer support.  
Please help wherever you can.  Thank you. 
 
 

INTERESTED IN RENEWING YOUR WEDDING 
VOWS?  Grace Church offers an opportunity to renew 
wedding vows on the Sunday nearest Valentine’s Day each 
year.  This year we are offering a special service at 11:15 
am on Sunday, February 12t in the Church.  Please call 
the office or sign up on the bulletin board in the parish 
hall.  There will be cake and champagne to celebrate 
immediately following the service.  For more information, 
please speak with Father Pat. 

 

 

CANDLEMAS:  The Feast of the Presentation falls on February 
2nd of each year.  This recalls the story of Jesus being presenting in 
the Temple and being recognized by the Messiah!  Both Simeon 
and Anna are in the Temple when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to 
be blessed and offerings made in thanksgiving of his birth.  It was 
the custom in this time to dedicate the first-born male to God 
(recalling the sparing of the first born when the plagues were 
visited upon the Egyptians during the story of the Exodus).  In our 
culture, this is also known as “groundhog day”, when a woodchuck 
is suppose to predict whether there will be an early spring or six 

more months of winter.  It is also known as “candlemas” in British and Celtic lands.  This day was when 
all Christmas decorations were to be removed and store until the next observance.  It also became a 
custom to bless candles and carry them to people’s homes, recognizing the return of spring, life, and 
longer (and hopefully warmer days).  The candles represented the “light of Christ” come into the world.  
We will bless candles at the Parish House Holy Communion.  If you wish to have candles blessed, please 
bring them to the service or drop them off at the office before February 5th.   
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Cartoonist: Joseph Farris 

 


